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Blake McLaughlin 
Graduating CCHS plans to           

attend Roane State majoring in 
sports broadcasting. 

CONGRATS TO OUR GRADS 

Haley Mitchell  
Graduating CCHS plans to  

attend college majoring in        
business. 

Amy Loveday 
Graduated CCHS currently  

enrolled in beauty school. 
 

Tori Harris 
Graduating SMHS plans to  attend 

Roane state majoring in                 
pre-veterinarian. 

Ali Harris 
Graduating SMHS signed to play 

tennis at Carson Newman and 
major in nursing. 

Carissa Burnett 
Graduating SMHS Currently in EMT 

certificate program at Tech and plans 

to go on to be a paramedic. 

Amanda Ford 
Graduating CCHS plans to attend 
Roane State majoring in nursing. 

Josh Roberts  
Graduating CCHS plans to work 

at Chan’s Body Shop and take 
over the wrecker service.  

   “This book of the law shall not 
depart out of thy mouth; but 
thou shalt meditate therein day 
and night, that thou mayest   
observe to do according to all 
that is written therein: for then 
thou shalt make thy way       
prosperous, and then thou shalt 
have good success.  
   Have not I commanded thee? 
Be strong and of a good         
courage; be not afraid, neither 
be thou dismayed: for the LORD 
thy  God i s  with  thee              
whithersoever thou goest.”   
          (Joshua 1:8-9) 
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DECISIONS FOR GRADUATION   
Kent Heaton 

   This time of year is filled with anticipation and excitement as young people who have spent more 

than half of their life in school will graduate and move on to the next phase of their lives. With          

eagerness graduates will enter the world with naïve expectations and goals. There will be many  

lessons to learn from the "university of hard knocks" and without proper guidance, these decisions 

will lead to life long regrets. How can the young secure their hearts to make decisions that will       

offer a life time of rewards? The answer lies within the pages of God’s word. 

   The fifth book of the Bible is a place of transition for a newly formed nation. From the days of 

Abraham in Genesis through the stories of the Exodus, the nation of Israel was formed and               

delivered from the bondage of Egyptian oppression. Because of rebellion, the nation had spent forty 

years wandering through the wilderness. Joshua has taken the lead of the nation following the death 

of Moses. The Lord’s advice to Joshua in Joshua 1 is an important foundation that young people 

should build their lives upon. 

   In verse two, Jehovah says to Joshua – "Moses my servant is dead; now therefore arise, go over 

this Jordan, thou, and all this people, unto the land which I do give to them, even to the children of 

Israel." Joshua needed to recognize that the days of Moses were passed and that a new day dawned. 

There was a time of mourning for Moses (Deuteronomy 34) but those days were passed. There 

was work to be done and goals to accomplish. The Jordan River needed to be crossed to conquer 

the land. Joshua should focus on the task at hand without the regrets and disappointments of          

yesterday. 

   Someone once said, "We are victims of our past, prisoners of the present and judges of our         

future." The days of High School are over and the expanse of life is before each graduate. An eye of 

anticipation should prevail as each graduate begins to set the course for his or her life. There may 

be regrets in life and disappointments but what matters now is establishing solid patterns of         

decisions that will lessen the regrets of the future. "Now therefore" signifies the face being set for 

the challenges of tomorrow. 

   God tells Joshua to "arise and go over this Jordan." This is the importance of action and direction. 

Talking about conquering the land of Canaan did not get the job done. Crossing the Jordan and        

going about the work of God’s plan required action. In life, there will be many Jordan’s to cross. 

There will be Jericho’s that give us great victory (Joshua 6) and there will be failures as in the day of 

Ai (Joshua 7). The difference between Jericho and Ai is whether one trusts in the Lord and obeys 

him. 

   Joshua was promised by God that in obedience, no man would be able to stand against the        

people of God nor would God forsake them (Joshua 1:5). The most valuable tool the graduate can 

take with them in life is the promise of God given to Joshua. If one will fully trust in the Lord and 

seek His guidance in life, great victories will be achieved. Forsaking Jehovah will only bring failure. It 

takes courage to face the uncertainties of the future. "Be strong and of a good courage" (Joshua 

1:6) Be alert to the wiles of the devil (1 Peter 5:8) and follow the admonition of Paul in Ephesians 

5:15,16 – "See then that ye walk circumspectly, not as fools, but as wise, redeeming the time,          

because the days are evil." 

   The final advice is never to let the word of God depart from your life. "Turn not from it to the 

right hand or to the left … not depart out of thy mouth … meditate day and night … observe to 

do according to all that is written therein: for then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and then 

thou shalt have good success" (Joshua 1:7-8). The decision is yours, graduate. Let Jehovah God rule 

in your life and guide your steps. http://www.midtowncoc.org/article.asp?bid=242 


